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High school marching bands take O'Brien
Twenty-four area high schools competed in the 44 th annual Panther Marching Band Festival Saturday ,
By Luke Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_news
Instruments shone in the sunlight, flags
rippled in the wind and music filled the stadium during the Panther Marching Band
Festival on Saturday.
High school bands from around central
Illinois entered the competition to perform
shows they may have been working on for
months, with themes ranging from "Romeo
and Juliet" to "xMachina."
Each band featured brass, woodwind, and
percussion sections with a color guard to
add to the visual performance.
Many also had pit orchestras at the front
of the field which were made up of instruments that either had to be connected to
an amplifier or were just too big to march
with .
Drum majors climbed podiums to be
visible by the entire band as they directed
them and kept them on the right rhythm.
Judges observed and offered critiques and
scores for each aspect of the performances.
This year, Marvin Battle and John .Timmins judged music performance, Mark Ponzo judged music general effect, Jeff Fiedler
judged visual performance, Keith Baker
judged visual general effect, Molly Elvert
judged drum majors, Chris DeBerry judged
percussion and Brooke Wallace judged Color Guard.
The bands marched and created different
formations on the field which correlated to
their music and theme; one of the biggest
challenges of marching in a band is focusing on being in the right place while still
sounding good.
.
Some bands did more than march,
though.
The Ridgeview High School Marching
Mustangs were a smaller band, and thus fell
into the IA category. Their theme was "Tomorrow is a New Day."

•
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The Blue Ridge High School Marching Knights line up for the starting formation of their show as their drum major gives a salute. The drum
major's salute indicates that a show has officially begun and the judges can start making decisions.

The color guard's first flags featured
warm colors and sun-like symbols as the
band played "Here Comes the Sun" and
"Mr. Blue Sky."
Those flags were replaced by darker ones
as the band transitioned to "Shadow of the
Day."
The final song, representing the end of

the daily cycle, was "Dancing in the Moonlight."
The arrangement allowed each section to
take a break from playing and be featured
in an enthusiastic dance break; the last section, percussion, even twerked to laughter
and cheers from the audience.
Band size can affect the challenges of a

performance, so they're divided into sections depending on ban.cl size. Bigger bands
like the Newton High School Marching
Eagles and the Granite City High School
Marching Warriors were placed into the
4A, SA and 6A divisions to keep the playing field level.
BAND, page 2

Tarble Arts Center reopens for Fall 2021 season
By lyanna Stanton
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news

, •.

After a year of being closed, the Tarble Arts
Center finally opened back up starting with a
grand opening. The grand opening was held
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Sept. 24. Due to
COVID-19, people still had to wear their
masks, and there was a limited capacity.
Jennifer Seas, the director and chief curator
of the Tarble, said that the COVID-19 pandemic affected their students and their work
by closing the place down.
"I felt like the shows that we had lined up
at the Tarble were really amazing shows, but
those artists had been in lockdown," Seas
said. "And they haven't been able to go to
their studios, it is really hard to be shipping
things back and forth, and none of the artists felt comfortable moving forward with the
projects at that tirpe."
As a collective, they decided to pause and
reflect on moving forward with their art and
COVD-19. Due to being a public institution,
.it wa~ harder to make changes due to being

ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Samuel Wilson an undergraduate assistant, answers questions for Sally Bock, who has worked
at the Tarble Arts Center for years.

open all the time.
~:Why don'r we stay closed? I'm new [and)

I need to learn mOie about this place," Seas
said. "We badly needed renovation."

Deciding that the Tarble needed some
new changes, they decided to shut down and
use the lockdown to their advantage. Classes went online to be safer for students and
workers.·
"A place of belonging, a place of expression, and a place to bring who you are to the
exhibitions here and maybe learn something,"
Seas said.
The exhibitions at the Tarble change every
semester. During the grand opening, the exhibition presented a dark and empty feeling
filled with expressions and emotions of the
artist's work. However, the Tarble also provided a lively and social setting for those at
the grand opening to enjoy.
The Tarble Arts Center shows international art from professional artists, but they also
have exhibitions of art created by Eastern students. In the spring, the Tarble will host a
student show for undergraduates, which is juried by a group of guests made up of professional artists. They look through the work of
different students for the show.
TARBLE, page 2
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Smaller bands from places like Oblong High School or Ridgeview High
School were placed in the IA category.
Members of Eastern's Panther
Marching Band were the main staff of
the festival. They prepared for at least
a few weeks in advance to make sure
things ran as smoothly as possible.
Chelsea Cox, a senior elementary education major, mentioned band
guides, ticket sales, field crew and recruitment as positions band members
might fill.
As a section leader in PMB, Cox
helps to guide the alto saxophone
section as they learn their music and
marching. Section leaders make sure
that no individual in the band will be
overlooked and each will be at their
best.
Cox said that she was happy to be
back after band activities were limited
last year due to COVID-19.
''.After having a season of no marching band performances on the football
field, it was extremely exciting to be
back," Cox said. "We are able to make
more memories and grow together as
musicians and people. The festival was
an awesome environment to be a part

0£"
While section leaders do most of
the individual interactions, drum majors oversee the entire band in many
ways.
Of course, the band director is in
charge of picking music, planning
shows and teaching the band, but
drum majors are the ones who actually conduct the band as they march
on the field.

LUKE TAYLOR
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Katie Smith, a senior music education major and Eastern's current drum
major, said that she coordinated a lot
ofloglstics f~r the PMB festival.
She also had to be available
throughout the day to answer any
questions thatcame up from the band.
Smith said that the variety of different shows on the field this year stood
out to her.
"Seeing the diversity of perfor-

mances throughout the day was fascin.a ting because of the different props
and technology used," Smith said.
"Each band was unique in how they
used the additional elements of their
show and one band [the Granite City
High School Marching Warriors] even
had a robot on the field!"
PMB members have a fairly busy
schedule each week; they practice
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from

4-6 p.m., with additional practices
and several performances on weekends
when the football team is playing.
Soon, the band will be working
on learning a Billy Joel themed show
which they will be performing at a
Panther football game at the University ofTennessee-Martin on Oct. 16.

» TARBLE

student who has been working
at the Tarble for three years, expressed her feelings toward the
grand opening.
"It's actually really big for us.
I've been working here for three
years, and this is the biggest opening I've seen so far," Singleton
said.
The Tarble ended the night off
with a performance from musicians and Eastern instructors Will
Porter and Brad Decker that included both auditory and visual
art.
"We're both really inspired by
the Yoko Ono: Mend Piece, this
concept of destroying and rebuilding, and it really resonated with
us," Porter said.
Decker said this piece is a response to everything that has happened the past two years.
"This piece is kind of a response
to our last two years of our lives
being taken apart, and a lot of
what this piece speaks to is putting back together what has been
ripped apart," Decker said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Megan Thompson, a senior graphic design major and Kirsten Paape, a
junior 2D and psych major mend pieces with glue, tape, and twine from
broken glass cups for the Yoko Ono Mend Piece.

To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 581-2812
or fax 581 ·2923. Visit our online advertisements at
dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.

.
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Luke Taylor can be reached at 581 ·
2812 or at egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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Photo Editor
Ashanti Thomas
DENphotodesk@
gmail.com
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The Richland County High School Marching Tigers color guard perform as part of"The Greatest Show." It featured
songs from "The Greatest Showman;' and props that evoked a circus theme. The show opened with band and
color guard members pantomiming a circus and audience. They placed fourth in the 3A division.
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The Tarble will also host a thesis exhibition for Master's and
art students. Also, students from
K-12 get to display their art and a
comrriunity art show in the spring.
The Tarble Arts Center shows
a variety of visual arts. Art styles
like performance dancing, music,
painting and commission essays
from writers. They are celebrating
the arts in all forms.
University President David
Glassman appeared at the grand
opening.
"My favorite part is walking
through the door and seeing it
open with exhibitions," Glassman
said.
Grace O'Brien, an Eastern
alum, was one of the student
workers at the Tarble. She decided
to attend the Tarble's grand opening.
"It was a mix between nostalgia
and kind of a refreshing to come
back with the new look and see it
grow since my time here," O'Brien
said.
Elena Singleton, a senior art

tyanna Stanton can be reached
at 581-2812 or at istanton@eiu.
edu.
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Fall is
finally

Pe.+.s & 'lour

~ Ro°'"

upon us
The temperature is decreasing, the leaves
are falling and pumpkin spice is back on the
menu.
You know what that means: Fall is officially upon us.
It's time to get out your sweatpants and
flannels, prepare for some chilly football
games and if you're feeling festive, find your
next Halloween costume.
Whatever you decide to do with the
change of the season, make sure to have fun.
Towards the middle of the semester classes seem to drag on and you can find yourself
in a rut. While we encourage you to make
sure you remain active in classes, do not be
afraid to indulge in some fun every now and
again.
Charleston is full of areas that are rumored to be haunted, pumpkin patches are
ready to be explored in nearby towns and
Lake Charleston has beautiful Fall views.
There are so many options to keep yourself refreshed during the mid-fall semester
slump, take advantage of them.
Even if that means something as simple as
a nap or a walk around campus, your mental health is important and do not forget to
give yourself a break.

Quote of the Day:

" Spring is beautiful, and summer
is perfect for vacations, but autumn brings a longing to get away
from the unreal things of life, out
into the forest at night with a
campfire and the rustling leaves."
Margaret Elizabeth Sangster

e majority opinion o

he Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at opinions.
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions,
submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not publish
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
· Please include your name and phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call

217-581-2812.

We're Hiring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
• Photography
• Editing

•

Design

•

Opinions
Call 581-2812 for more information.
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In defense of the term Latinx
This Latin Heritage Month, I have had more
discussions than ever about how we should be referring to those from Latin American countries,
considering the community can be defined using
several terms.
For a long time now, the most widely used
term has been "Hispanic," but not everyone in the
community identifies with that one.
These past few decades, we have more often
seen this diverse community be described as "Latino" or "Latina." Even more recently, we have seen
the term "Latinx" pop into the discussion, and
that's where so much controversy has begun.
"Latinx" is a gender-neutral term sometimes
used to refer to people of Latin American cultural
or ethnic identity.
The term "Latin1' first started circulating in the
early 2000s, then started being used as a word for
those who do not identify with the male or female
gender.
The term purposefully breaks with Spanish's
gendered grammatical rules, since the language itself is very gendered.
For example, while the English language has
the term "the kid," the Spanish language offers
two options: "el niiio" (male) or "la niiia'' (female).
A lot of supporters of the term appreciate
the way it promotes acceptance of people in the
Latinx community who do not fit the binary of
male and female.

Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Critics say that the term does not follow traditional grammar, has a hard pronunciation and disrespects the Spanish language.
Critics also say that the use of the term is a
form of linguistic imperialism, as the message of
the term seems to be that the entire grammatical
system of the Spanish language is problematic.
"Latinx" has become quite common in social
media and academic settings, but it has not caught
on in mainstream use.
According to a 2020 Pew Research Center national survey of Latin Americans, about one-infour Latin Americans in the U .S. have heard of
the term "Latinx," but only 3 percent actually use
it.
Despite that, the term is one that has been

gaining noticeaple momentum in recent years.
I personally use the term "Latinx" frequently,
but do I think that is the only correct term? Absolutely not!
In fact, I will often refer to myself as Latina, because not only am I proud of the culture I come
from, I also have a lot of pride in my identity as a
woman.
But as somebody from the Latinx community
who cares about LGBTQ+ issues, inclusion is important to me, and I want to make sure that reflects in what I do.
If you don't identify with the term "Latinx,"
that is fine. No one is forcing you to use it! Everyone deserves to self-describe and self-identify in
ways that feel right for them.
But there are people out there that do identify with that term. Just how you wouldn't want
anybody to tell you how you should identify, you
should not be telling others how they should.
If somebody you know feels comfortable using
the term "Latinx," it would be disrespectful of you
to tell them that they shouldn't.
The community will never settle on a term that
works for everyone, so the solution to this yearslong debate is simple: Live and let live.
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a senior journalism
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or at
knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu.

Velvet Underground tribute hits and misses
''I'll Be Your Mirror: A Tribute to The Velvet
Underground & Nico," a collection of prominent
alternative artists covering all the songs from the
vastly influential band's first record from 1967,
was released on Friday. It features names like former REM lead singer Michael Stipe, Matt Berninger of the National, and St. Vincent, just to
name a few.
While I enjoy some of the songs on the original
album, it isn't exactly my cup of tea, as I have yet
to embrace the noisy and experimental side of the
Velvet Underground. Songs like "Femme Fatale"
are beautifully covered here, though. Sharon Van
Etten takes the cake for the best execution on the
cover record with this one. The instrumentation is
minimal, however it wouldn't be the same without the wall of fuzz cascading in the background.
Other songs don't go over as well, like "European Son," covered by Iggy Pop. It's nearly eight
minutes of guitar noise and feedback and an occasional scream from Iggy, and I just can't bring myself to like it.
There is some good guitar on the record though
in "Run Run Run," covered by Kurt Vile. Vile's

.'
' Helena Edwards
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.

. • ·• Luke Taylor

Ryan Meyer
singing also works well in this song, transitioning between near-hollering and psychedelic group
chants of the chorus.
I was looking forward to hearing the cover of
"Heroin," which is probably my favorite song on
the original. Thurston Moore and Bobby Gillespie
couldn't quite match the magnitude of the song,
though which granted, is no easy task. Maybe it's
the strings in the background or Lou Reed's trademark delivery. I'd be interested to see how the War

Kpra Morales-Rodriguez
1

on Drugs could cover this song, given their capacity for absolutely expanding long songs into arena-ready odysseys.
I got my hopes up for the Fontaines D.C. cover of "The Black Angel's Death Song," given the
fact that they're one of my favorite new bands, but
I don't like the original song much, so there wasn't
much of a chance. They do make it considerably
more rhythmic, likely due to Tom Coll's dntmming and Grian Chatten's vocal delivery.
What I'm discovering is that if! don't really like
the original songs, I'm probably not going to like
covers, regardless of whether or not they're some
of the biggest names in alternative music, from
Iggy Pop to Fontaines D.C. For me to appreciate some of these noisier and experimental tracks,
there'd have to be more of a reimagining and more
distinct melodies, which wouldn't really work in
a tribute setting. This cover album remains important, though, because it's bringing attention to
one of the most important bands of the 60s.
Ryan Meyer is a seniorjournalism major. He can be
reached at 581-2812 orat rameyer@eiu.edu.
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Life for Eastern's first Black grad's descendants
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock

.,

From one of the only two Black
families in a small, Southern Illinois town to the first Black graduate of Eastern to the Civil Rights
movement, the legacy of the Powell family of Mattoon, . Illinois
lives on.
Zella Powell's daughter, Louise,
valued education as much as her
mother.
Born in 1919 in Chicago, she
was raised as an only child like her
mother.
She grew up in the Chicago
Public School System and continued her education at her father Albert's alma mater, Fisk University.
As a French major, Louise want
to travel to France while in college
but was unable to due to World
War II raging on in Europe.
Louise settled on a master'sI in
library sciences from the University of Michigan in place of overseas traveling and landed back in
Chicago.
In Chicago, she began work- ·
ing in the school system she was
a product of, as a Chicago Public
Schools librarian.
When visiting Detroit for a library conference, a friend of Louise offered to set her up on a
blind date with a young doctor
named Charles Wright. The date
went well according to Stephanie
Wright Griggs, the daughter of
Louise and Charles, who said the
rest was history after her parent's
first date.
Following their 1950 nuptials,
the couple brought two daughters, Dr. Carla Wright and Stephanie Wright Griggs, into the world.
Their two daughters were not the
couple's only accomplishment,
however.
Fifteen years after the couple was wed, Charles led 30 people in establishing the Museum of
African American History in Detroit, which was later renamed the
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History to honor its founder. The museum is the
home to the world's largest perma-nent collection of African American cultural artifacts.
Beyond their dedication to the
creation of the museum, the couple was active in their community.
Stephanie Wright Griggs said
her mother was "the consummate
volunteer of the city of Detroit,"
by volunteering in hospitals, reading for the blind and her work for
the museum.
Though her professional career
came to an end during her marriage as her children were born
and the museum was being created, Louise's passipn for libraries did not. In fact, it lives within
the Charles H. Wright Museum of
Afr-ican American History in the
Louise Lovett Wright Library.
Stephanie Wright Griggs said
the name of the library means everything to her, knowing how passionate her mother was about libraries.
She recalled her mother's devotion to the museum's first collection of materials, saying " ...
from the very beginning when he
first started talking about it, she
was the one that said 'okay, if you
do this, what about this and, you
know, if we if you plan to do this,
'what about this and very much
supported the whole idea of research in the museum, which was
such a strong component. That's
why they in the begin~ing really ,µ,;rte d -~~~g people 10 d9!\a~e

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEPHANIE WRIGHT GRIGGS, PICTURE PERFECT: ZELLA'S TRAVELING SCRAPBOOI

Zella Powell holds her newborn daughter, Louis Lovett

books. And over time, they realAs her grandmother was her Stephanie Wright Griggs creating
ly collected a pretty good, strong family's record keeper, Stephanie a traveling exhibit on her family's
collection of rare books, because Wright Griggs said she wonders history.
Throughout the last 163 years
they reached out to people pretty what Zella would have thought of
since the Powell family started life
. early on when you think abounhe what became of the museum .
whole museum movement, and
The family has a strong histo- in Mattoon, Illinois, a local man
started collecting valuable docu- ry of recording the things around became president of the Unitments. And that's when she then them from Zella keeping scrap- ed States, a Civil War was fought,
decided to start cataloging and de- books on her family, Louise being slavery was abolished, womveloping a library for the museum an integral part of building the en gained the right to vote, two
as opposed to having a room full Charles H. Wright Museum of Af- World Wars were fought, the Civ• f b9oks stacked sbmewhere,"
1,.rlcan. 1.n:if£~C,tQ. ,8:\~tory~llP. µ-qw, Jl:J~rghts. snoveme,nr_ ~~c4r,ed the

rights of people of color, as wel
as millions of other bits and piec•
es of history.
Though the story of the Powel
family is one of the bits and piec
es of history for most, their live.
give perspective to how big of at
impact can be made by individu
al people.

Corryn Brock can be reached at 581
2.s n pr: 9( cte.ne[c@gmaiicom ; •: .", , ,
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Always remember to take regular study breaks.
Studies have shown that short, ~egu\ar breaks can
boost/improve focus and productivity. Study breaks
can inc\ude a quick wa\k, a chat with a friend, or
even fixing a warm drink. \t's important to give
-your:se\f ~~_m e to recover from studying .
.. ... ..

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS I SPORTS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021

7

Panthers ·tie Eagles in conference opener
By Nick Bays

Women's Soccer Reporter I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern women's soccer
team played Morehead State to a
1-1 draw on Sunday. The. match
was a competitive back and forth
that saw both teams trade impressive offensive possessions.
The Panthers took the lead in
the first half off of a go~! from Jenna Little, who received a pass from
Cam Korhorn.
Little was able to control the
ball off the past and was able to
move towards the far post before
sending a shot into the top right
corner that flew above the Morehead State goalkeeper.
Morehead State responded in
the second half with good forward pressure near Eastern's goal
to force the ball in. Both teams
would continue to trade possessions, cliarging towards each other's goals and bombarding each
teams' goalkeeper.
On multiple occasions, it looked
as if one team was going to get the
second goal they were looking for.
Eastern head Coach Jake Plant
of said that it was a hard fought
match that both teams played well
enough to win.
"We do feel like we did enough
to win the game, especially in
the first half," he said. "But then
on the flipside, so did Morehead
State. It could look like a very fair

result."
Both teams would play into
overtime and the same pattern
continued. Both teams kept attacking the other's defense with
intensity, but neither team could
break the 1-1 score line.
This was the conference opener for both Eastern and Morehead
State. While the draw didn't get
Eastern all the points they were
looking for, Plant showed optimism after the performance.
"A point in conference is always
awesome," Plant said. "So we'll
take that. We're pleased . . . we
came away with something. We're
happy to come away with a point."
Plant said that he and his team
are confident heading into the
remaining conference matches.
When asked about the mindset of
the team heading into more OVC
conference matches, he said, "The
thought is be relentless, get into
the tournament, be in the tournament so we can win it."
The Panthers will look to pick
up some valuable points this week
while they continue towards the
OVC Tournament.
Eastern will head to UT Martin
this Thursday for a 7 p:m. match
before returning home to take on
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville on
Sunday at 3 p.m.

1

ASHANTI THOMAS

Nick Bays can be reached at 581-2812
or ntbays@eiu.edu.
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Eastern forward Michaela Danya takes possession of the ball against Chicago State on Sept. 3 at Lakeside Field. Danyp·
had 2 shots and an assist in the match, which Eastern won 1-0.
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Panthers win conference opener 28-14
By Autumn Schulz
Assistant Sports Editor l@DEN_Sports
The Eastern fight song could be heard
loud and clear from Tucker Stadium
on Saturday afternoon after the Eastern
football team secured their first win of
the season with a 28-14 road victory over
Tennessee Tech.
The Panthers, now 1-0 in the OVC,
forced four Tennessee Tech turnovers
on Saturday afternoon to put themselves in the win column. The most vital turnover for the Panthers arguably
came with about ten minutes left in the
fourth quarter as Tennessee Tech was determined to get a game-tying touchdown
as Eastern led 21-14.
However, a scramble inside the 10yard line caused Golden Eagles quarterback Drew Martin to lose the ball, allowing Panther safety Bryce Drewberry
to recover the ball and run it back for a
school record of 90-yards for the touchdown, putting the Panthers up 28-14.
Head coach Adam Cushing said that
the effort of the team caused the small
moments in the game to go their way.
"When you play as hard as you possibly can for as long as you possibly can,
the bounces go your way and our guys
played with maximum effort today," he
said. "It wasn't pretty, but the ball finds
you and good things happen. Obviously, we we're talking about all the preparations, but it's nice just to have Bryce
make a play for us."
GQ!den Eagles quarterback Drew
Martin was 26-of-38 against the Panthers, passing for 315 yards with 1
touchdown and 1 interception.
T;he Golden Eagles built a 7-0 lead
late in the first quarter until the Panthers
defense came alive in the second quarter
to give the offense great field position,
causing them to score two touchdowns.
lt started with punter Logen Neidhardt pinning Tennessee Tech inside
the ten-yard line on a 42-yard punt, followed up by Bryce Drewberry with a
big play on third down that forced the
Golden Eagles to punt from their oneyard line.
Quarterback Otto Kuhns would then
connect with freshman wide receiver
DeAirious Smith on a 7-yard pass with
6 minutes left in the second quarter, cut-
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Eastern quarterback Otto Kuhns hands the ball off to running back Harrison Bey-Buie in a game against Illinois State on
Sept. 18 at O'Brien Field. Bey-Buie ran for 46 yards and a touchdown in the game, which Eastern lost 31-24.

ting the lead 7-6.
With just a little over 1 mTnute to play
in the first half, freshman safety Kaelin Drakeford picked off a Golden Eagle pass, allowing Kuhns to connect with
Smith once again on a 16-yard touchdown pass to put the Panthers in the lead
with 16 seconds left.

The Panthers would then successfully go for the two-point conversion after
Kuhns found wide receiver DeWayne
Cooks, giving the Panthers a 14-7 lead
at halftime.
Cushing said that the performance of
the defense against Tennessee Tech was
what made the difference of the game.

"That was the difference of the football game if you ask me. Our d-line was
in the backfield, cause that kid is a good
quarterback," he said. "He's going to win
a lot of football games here at Tennessee
Tech, but our defensive line was getting
in his face and making him make rushed
decisions and that's what happens, it's all

about the quarterback."
Sophomore linebacker Jason Johnson and freshman defensive end Jordan
Miles had good days, with Johnson leading the defense with 16 tackles and Miles
putting up 4 tackles with 3sacks.
Miles said that the defensive line was
able to perform well against Tennessee
Tech because of the energy and focus in
practice.
"It really started back with practice,
upcoming to this game we really just focused on pressures and the energy," he
said. "In past games we had a little energy but not as high as we could, and this
really just drove us to getting to the QB."
Offensively, the Panthers were led by
Kuhns and wide receiver Smith.
Kuhns was 15-of-26 on the day, passing for 183 yards with two touchdowns.
Smith finished the day with 6 catches for
109yards.
The Panthers rushed for 121 yards in
the game with freshman running back
Harrison Bey-Buie leading the way with
79 yards on 19 carries.
Cushing said he is proud of Smith for
taking advantage of his opportunity to
show what he can do for the team.
"That's what it is all about and that's
what a great team does," he said. "Guys
just pick each other up and then when
you've got the guys that have been sitting
in the back and learning and just waiting
for their chance and still practicing hard,
when you get your chance, you have to
take advantage of it. I am so proud of
DeAirious because it hasn't been a yellow brick road for him, but he showed
what he is capable of today and I am excited to see him be one percent better
next week."
The Panthers will take on fellow OVC
member Murray State on Oct. 2 at Roy
Stewart Stadium. Cushing said that all
they want to do is play their best game
next week.
"The bottom line is that in about
twenty-four hours from now we are back
at zero and zero for the week, that's all
that ever matters," he said. "It's just taking a step and be playing our best game
next week. That's all we want to do is
play our best game next week."
Autumn Schulz can be reached at S812812 or acschulz@eiu.edu.

Volleyball team drops pair of matches to Racers
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern volleyball team
opened up conference play over the
weekend against Murray State, dropping a pir of road matches to the
Racers.
The Panthers dropped to 7-5
overall and 0-2 in conference play.
The Racers, who came into the
match leading the nation in kills per
set, is one of three OVC teams to
start out 2-0 this season.
The Racers came out strong in the
opening match Friday evening, winning the first two sets by scores of
25-16 and 25-15.
The Panthers came closer in the
third set, falling 25-21.
Eastern increased its hitting percentage each set, going from .067 to
.100 to .171. The Racers did the opposite, with their hitting percentage
dropping from .391 to. 303 to .206.
Outside hitter Ireland Hieb led
the team with 9 kills while hitting
.300 in the match.
For Murray State, outside hitter
Brooke Watts led the way with 13
kills. Watts leads the nation this year
'in kills per set.

Racer libero Becca Fernandez had
a game-high 17 digs in the match.
She is fourth in the nation in digs
per set.
In the second match Saturday afternoon, Murray State won 25-21,
25-21 and 25-17.
Watts had 13 kills again in the
match, and is now averaging 5.81
kills per set this season.
This team Eastern was led by outside hitter Ella Collins with 10 kills
and outside hitter Danielle Allen
with 8 kills.
Eastern will be back on the road
next weekend for two matches
against Tennessee-Martin.
The Skyhawks split a pair of
matches with Belmont to open the
OVC season and are scheduled to
play a midweek conference match
against Southeast Missouri on
Wednesday.
The Skyhawks are currently
ranked last in the OVC in hitting
percentage and eighth in kills per
set.
Eastern is ranked fifth in hitting
percentage and seventh in kills.
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Eastern middle blocker Emily Wilcox swings on a kills attempt in a match against Indiana State on Sept. 19 in Lantz
Arena. Wilcox had 10 kills in the match, which Eastern lost 3-1 .

